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CONTENTS 
THE n-merous teleostean fishes inhabiting our coastal waters and estuaries, 
although normally restricted within definite ranges in salinity, show wide 
differences in their ability to endure changes in salt content of the environ- 
ment. A few species among these are relatively more euryhaline and, on 
account of their remarkable powers of adaptation, a;e highly useful for cul- 
ture in saline lagoons and coastal fish farms where seasonal fluctuation in 
salinity is a usual phenomenon. In view of the important role played by the 
excretory organs in the maintenance of water and salt balance in the body 
and the possible changes in their structure, the significance of a careful study 
of the renal units in these fishes, among other things, need hardly be over- 
emphasised. Thus, this work was started as a basic means of approach to 
the wider problem on adaptation in some of the fishes as applicable to salt- 
water fish culture. However, in this preliminary report the scope has been 
circumscribed to cover only a brief description of the histologic character- 
istics of the renal units of a few selected species which might serve as a help 
ful background for experimental studies on adaptational physiology. 
* Published wik the permission of the Chief Research Officer, Central Marine ~inheri'm 
Rematch Station, Mandapam Camp. 
88 
















